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AMC seeks help for
1,000 Ganesh idols

@tlmesgmu p.com

Pune: Eight months after
Ganeshotsay, the Alandi Mu-
nicipal Council (AMC) is
struggling to immerse over
1,000 idols collected from the
devotees after the festival
concluded.

Thousands of residents
and mandals immerse their
idols in the Indrayani river
which flows through the
town. The river is also Alan-
di'ssourceof drinkingwater.

The civic body had appea-
led to the people t0 donate
their idols to prevent river
pollution, and thus collected
thousands of idols. Some we-
rekept by theriverside while
some were put in a school ro-
om. As per the initial plan,
the civic authorities were to
immerse these idols in a sci-
entificmanner.

Chief officer Sunil
Bhumkar of AMC said, “Tt
was a daunting task for us to
immerse these idols due to
acuteshortage of manpower.
Now, we have decided to pur-
chaseachemical solutionde-

veloped by National Chemi-
cal Laboratory (NCL) to dis-
solve the idols.”

Bhumkar said the AMC
will develop a permanent fa-
cility where these idols will
be immersad in the next fow
days. In the last two days, a
large number of residents
and somesocial activists pro-
tested against the AMC's de-
l1ay.

Activist Sandeep Naika-
re said, “How can the AMC
authorities ignore these
idols for so long? If the shor-
tageof manpower wasthere-
ason, they could have easily
taken help from us and the
people in the town.”

Vilas Kate, another resi-
dent, said, “We have been fol-
lowing this issue with the
AMC, but it didn't pay heed.
Eight months on, the AMC
has not taken any steps to
find asolution.”

Meanwhile, AMC sour-
ces sald the population of the
town has increased manifold
over the years, but the go-
vernment has not increased
themanpowerof thecivicbo-
dy todeal with the issues.
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