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Customs seeks NCL's help to
decode ‘gold paste’ formula

Airport May Get Hi-Tech Machinery To Help Catch Smugglers
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Pune; Customs officials at the
Lohegaon airport, who recent-
Iy caughtflyers smuggling gold
in a semi-solid form, have tur-
ned tothe Pune-based National
Chemical Laboratory (NCL)
for help.

Sources close to the deve-
lopment told TOI that samples
of the semi-solid substance ha-
ve been sent to the NCL for
identification and that a mee-
ting with the scientists and ex-
perts wasscheduled for someti-
methis week.

“While we have cracked the
two cases, the fresh modus ope-
randi continues tobotherus,” a
customs official said. “In both
cases, the doorframe metal de-
tector and hand-held metal de-
tector couldn't sense the pre-
sence of the gold. It was only
our passenger profiling met-
hod, intelligence and instinct
that helped us catch the smuge-
lersand the gold paste,” the offi-
cial added.

Inabid to identify with che-
mical being used to create the
mixture, the officials decided
to rope in NCL. “We need tech-
nical expertise to identify how
they are mixing the gold — in
powdered form — with other
metals,” the official added.

On April 9, customs offici-
als had arrested two persons,
including a woman, with gold
worth Rsd6 lakh. In the case of
the woman, the gold was in the
form of a paste that she had
concealed on her body. The ve-
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> Small tiny pieces of gold
concealed in chocolate, wax
spreads and jams

THEY ATTRIBUTE IT

that will be able to detect gold
in such forms will soon be in
place at Pune airport

» Customs have partnered

with the National Chemical
Laboratory to identify the other

» The gold is powdered, then

mixed with a powder of iron and
potassium
» A solvent is added to the mixture

to give it a semi-solid jelly-like form
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> It is tough for
customs officials to
nab the culprits as
the paste/mixture is
not easily caught by
metal detectors at

searches to seize
gold smuggled in

this form

» Apart from Pune,
such cases have been
reported in Kerala's
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ry next day, they arresied anot-
her person with gold worth
Rs11.71akh. In this case too, the
gold was found in theform of a
paste and was concealed in the
lining of the flyer's trousers’
waisthand.

“Tt is important to identify
the chemical as once we know
about it, we will have a better
imdersianding of its nature
and why, when mixed in it, gold
is able to evade metal detec-
tors,” another official said.

An official said they will revi-
se their stratogy accordingly, “A
fresh strategy needs to be develo-
ped. Ourmen at the airport rema-
in alert as we try to fully under-
stand the new technique.” the of-
ficial said.
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